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is even more dramatic. I hesitate to tell it be-
cause then you will use it against me when
it is helpful. [Laughter]

My pastor died in 1989. Before that, starting
in 1937, he came here to the Holy Land more
than 40 times. Once in the mid-1980’s, we were
sitting together—long before I had thought that
a realistic prospect—and he looked at me and
he said, ‘‘You might be President one day. You
will make mistakes, and God will forgive you.
But God will never forgive you if you forget
the State of Israel.’’ That’s what he said.

When Hillary first came here with me 17
years ago this month, I was not in elected office.
I came on a religious pilgrimage just after we
celebrated Christmas. I saw Masada and Beth-
lehem for the first time, not through political
eyes but through the eyes of a Christian. I can’t
wait to go back to Masada, and I can’t wait
to go back to Bethlehem.

You mentioned that the troubles and travails
and triumphs of Jesus, a Jew, gave the world

the Christian religion, of which I am a part.
In the Christian New Testament, we get a lot
of instruction about what it takes to make peace
and become reconciled to one another. We are
instructed that we have to forgive others their
sins against us if we expect to be forgiven our
own. We are instructed that they who judge
without mercy will be judged without mercy,
but mercy triumphs over judgment. And we are
told in no uncertain terms that the peacemakers
are blessed, and they will inherit the Earth.

Please join me in a toast to Prime Minister
and Mrs. Netanyahu, the people of Israel, and
the promise of peace. L’Chaim.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 p.m. at the
Jerusalem Hilton. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s wife, Sarah. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Prime Minister
Netanyahu.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority in Gaza City, Gaza
December 14, 1998

Impeachment
Q. Mr. President, you say you haven’t com-

mitted perjury. Can you say, sir, that you lied,
as some people believe would help?

President Clinton. Sam [Sam Donaldson, ABC
News], I’ve said what I have to say about that.
Now, I’m here furthering America’s interests,
trying to make peace in the Middle East, to
keep this peace process on track. I think it’s
important. I will say what I’ve said before: I
don’t believe it’s in the interest of the United
States or the American people to go through
this impeachment process with a trial in the
Senate. That’s why I have offered to make every
effort to make any reasonable compromise with
the Congress. I still believe that, and I’m still
willing to do that. That’s all I know to do. Mean-
while, I’m going to keep working on my job.

Q. Do you think it’s appropriate for the Re-
publican leadership to call for your resignation
while you are over here, overseas?

Q. President Clinton, how do you feel being
in Gaza?

President Clinton. The boundaries of what’s
appropriate have been changed rather dramati-
cally in the last several months, I think; you
know, they’ll have to be the judge of their own
conduct. I’m just going to do my job as Presi-
dent.

President’s Visit to Gaza
Q. President Clinton, how do you feel being

in Gaza for the first time? And is there going
to be a withdrawal on Friday?

President Clinton. Well, I want to talk to
Chairman Arafat about all these issues related
to the Wye agreement. But I’m delighted to
be in Gaza for the first time. I’m delighted
to be the first President to come on Palestinian
territory. And I was very pleased to be at the
dedication of the airport today. One of the im-
portant achievements of the Wye River agree-
ment was the commitment to get this airport
open and going, and I’m very, very pleased.
It’s quite beautiful. And I was pleased to be
there, and I’m very glad to be here in Chairman
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Arafat’s headquarters, with his team. And we’ll
talk about all the other issues.

Q. And the withdrawal?
President Clinton. I’ll have more to say about

that later.

Implementation of the Wye Agreement

Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—to be time—
[inaudible]—on the implementation of the Wye
agreement, as Israel has said to be asking?

President Clinton. Well, I would hope that
we would continue to implement the Wye
agreement on both sides. I would hope both
sides would continue to implement every part
of it. And I think it’s important that both sides
implement every part of it in good faith.

Keep in mind, Wye is not the end of this
process. It’s simply a means to an end. We
also have to get the final status talks going and
then get into them in earnest. But these con-
fidence-building measures, which will enable the
Palestinians not only to have an airport but to
have more freedom of movement, more land,
and more economic opportunity, and enable the
Israelis to have a greater assurance of security
cooperation, I think they’re very important to
the success of final status talks. So I’m com-
mitted to this agreement, and I hope that it
will be implemented in a timely and aggressive
manner by both sides.

Chairman Arafat. We consider the visit of
President Clinton as a historic event for the
Palestinian people and for the people in the
Middle East. And we are grateful for his visit,
and he honored us with this visit today.

We should never forget that under President
Clinton’s sponsorship, we signed a number of
peace agreements at the White House. And
through President Clinton, peace will prevail in
the Middle East. And this is something that
will not be forgotten by the Palestinian people
or the Israeli people or the people in the Middle
East. And once again, it is a great honor, and
we are really proud to have President Clinton

among us here and among the Palestinian peo-
ple.

I was hoping that logistically we would have
been able to have a motorcade, because people
are lined up waiting to greet President Clinton
on both sides of the road. And I believe perhaps
you took a glimpse of the people, flying in the
chopper over Gaza, standing on both sides hop-
ing that the motorcade would come by—from
the airport, from the airport. [Laughter]

President Clinton. I would like to say just
one other thing. There are two historic elements
to this day. One is the opportunity that I have
been given simply to come here and to have
this meeting and to be a part of the airport
dedication. The other is the truly historic meet-
ing that the Chairman has convened of the
PNC, the PCC, and the other Palestinian
groups, and the opportunity that the Palestinian
people, through their elected representatives,
will have to make it clear and unequivocal that
they are choosing the path of peace and partner-
ship with Israel, and that we hope—I think all
of us hope—that this will lead to a changing
of hearts and minds throughout this region
among all parties, so that it will be easier for
everyone to implement the difficult commit-
ments they have made at Wye and will have
to make to get the final status talks completed.

This is a truly significant thing, and I, for
one, very much appreciate it. It was a part of
the Wye River agreements; it showed a lot of
courage on Chairman Arafat’s part; and I was
delighted to be invited here. And so I just want
to say how much I personally appreciate this
and how much I think it will mean over the
long run to the prospects for a successful peace
agreement.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12 noon in Chair-
man Arafat’s office. In his remarks, the President
referred to the Palestine National Council (PNC)
and the Palestinian Central Council (PCC). A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.
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